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Program Description
The Respectful & Equitable Access to Comprehensive 
Healthcare (REACH) Program is hosting this working 
conference to address the role of primary care in address-
ing the opioid crisis in New York State. The conference will 
provide an overview of current and planned initiatives 
across the city and state, as well as foster new collabora-
tions.

The REACH Program provides a patient-centered, harm 
reduction approach to primary care for persons who use 
alcohol and other drugs, and for individuals living with 
hepatitis C virus infection. 

Educational Objectives
At the conclusion of this activity, participants will be able 
to:

• Describe epidemiologic trends in overdose deaths related 
to opioids at the state and city level in New York and their 
impact on drug user health.

• Identify current barriers in and stigma associated with 
implementing drug user health in primary care and 
methods to address such barriers and stigma.

• Identify key stakeholders and community health partners 
in New York State working to address the opioid epidemic 
and develop collaborative strategies to improve and 
expand opioid use disorder treatment in primary care.

• Describe innovative models of care delivery in drug user 
health in New York State and how they intersect with 
primary care to expand access to care and opioid use 
disorder treatment.

Target Audience  
The REACH program welcomes all practitioners who 
specialize in, but not limited to, the following areas: 
Academic/Research, Behavioral Health, Chaplain/Spiritual 
Counselors, Emergency Medicine, Family Practice, General 
Practice, Hospitalists, Infectious Diseases, Medical 
Education, Nurse Practitioners, Palliative Medicine, 
Physician Assistants, Primary Care, Psychiatry, Psychology, 
Public Health, Social Work. In addition, consumers, com-
munity members, and all other stakeholders are welcome. 



Accreditation 
The Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai is accredited 
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education to provide continuing medical education for 
physicians.

Credit Designation
The Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai designates 
this live activity for a maximum of 6.00 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit commensu-
rate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Social Workers: Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, 
Department of Social Work Services is recognized by the 
New York State Education Department's State Board for 
Social Work as an approved provider of continuing educa-
tion for licensed social workers #SW-0079 and designates 
this live in-person educational activity for 5.5 continuing 
education contact hours for the entire conference. 
Participants must attend an entire conference day and 
submit all required documents in order to earn the full 
amount of CEs for the conference day (i.e., complete 
sign-ins, attestations, and survey). No partial CE can be 
given.

Verification of Attendance
Verification of attendance will be provided to all profes-
sionals.

Special Needs 
The Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai is in full 
compliance with provisions of the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) and is accessible for individuals with special 
needs.  If you would like to attend this conference and 
require any special needs or accommodations please 
contact the Page and William Black Post-Graduate School 
of Medicine at 212-731-7950.

Faculty Disclosure
It is the policy of the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai to ensure objectivity, balance, independence, trans-
parency, and scientific rigor in all CME-provided education-
al activities.  All faculty participating in the planning or 
implementation of a provided activity are expected to 
disclose to the audience any relevant financial relation-
ships and to assist in resolving any conflict of interest that 
may arise from the relationship. Presenters must also 
make a meaningful disclosure to the audience of their 
discussions of unlabeled or unapproved drugs or devices.  
This information will be available as part of the course 
materials.

Meeting Location
Davis Auditorium, Hess Building
1470 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10029

(212) 824-7460
http://icahn.mssm.edu/about/visiting



8:30-9:00 AM
Registration/Breakfast

9:00-9:10 AM
Opening Remarks

David L. Reich, MD
President and Chief Operating Officer,
The Mount Sinai Hospital
President, Mount Sinai Queens
Professor of Anesthesiology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
New York, New York

9:10-9:30 AM
Epidemiologic Trends in Overdose Deaths Related to 
Opioid Use in New York State

Allan Clear
Director, Office of Drug User Health
New York State Department of Health
New York, New York 

Epidemiologic Trends in Overdose Deaths Related to 
Opioid Use in New York City

Denise Paone, EdD
Director of Research and Surveillance
Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Use Prevention, Care and 
Treatment
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
New York, New York

9:30-9:40 AM
Consumer Perspective on the Opioid Crisis

Kelly Culbert
Peer Educator
New York Harm Reduction Educators
New York, New York

9:40-10:00 AM
White Opioids: Race and the War on Drugs that Wasn’t

Helena Hansen, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor
Departments of Anthropology and Psychiatry
New York University
New York, New York

10:00-10:20 AM
Implementing Buprenorphine Treatment in Primary Care: 
Common Concerns

Chinazo O. Cunningham, MD, MS
Professor
Departments of Medicine, Family and Social Medicine, 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, New York

10:20-10:45 AM
Discussion with Panel

Moderator:

Hillary V. Kunins, MD, MPH
Assistant Commissioner
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
New York, New York

10:45-11:00 AM
Break

11:00-12:00 PM
Break Out Session #1

Group A

Models of managing patients with opioid use disorders in 
correctional settings

Jonathan Giftos, MD, AAHIVS
Clinical Director, Substance Use Treatment
Medical Director, Opioid Treatment Program
NYC Health + Hospitals Correctional Health Services
Instructor of Clinical Medicine, 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, New York

Group B

Integration of primary care into a drug user health hub

Justine Waldman, MD, FACEP
President and Medical Director
The Reach Project, Inc.
Ithaca, New York

Judith Griffin, MD
Cayuga Medical Center
Ithaca, New York

12:00-12:30 PM
Lunch

12:30-1:30 PM
Break Out Session #2

Group A

Harm reduction & medical collaborations to serve people 
with opioid use disorder

Aaron D. Fox, MD
Associate Professor
Department of Medicine
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, New York

Group B

FQHC health networks’ integrated responses to the opioid 
crisis

Tom Portuese, MD
Hudson Headwaters Health Network
Glens Falls, New York

David Alloy, PhD
Hudson Headwaters Health Network
Warrensburg, New York

Kelly Ramsey, MD
HRH Care Community Health Network
Poughkeepsie, New York

1:30-1:45 PM
Transition

1:45-3:00 PM
Collaborative Working Groups

Group A

Decreasing stigma around substance use in primary care 
settings: Drug user health capacity building initiative 
assessment tools and resources 

Colleen Flanigan, RN, MS
Director, Bureau of Hepatitis Health Care
New York State Department of Health
Albany, New York

Narelle Ellendon, RN
Opioid Program Manager
Office of Drug User Health
New York State Department of Health
New York, New York

Group B

Integration of screening and treatment of opioid use 
disorder in primary care settings: Models of implementa-
tion and staff training

Timothy K Brennan, MD, MPH
Medical Director and Director of Addiction Services
Addiction Institute of Mount Sinai – West/St. Luke’s
Assistant Professor, Psychiatry
Mount Sinai Health System
New York, New York

Marissa Kaplan-Dobbs, MPH
Primary Care Initiatives Manager
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
New York, New York

Tiffany Lu, MD
Assistant Professor
Department of Medicine
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, New York

Yonina Mar, MD
Addiction Institute of Mount Sinai
Mount Sinai Health System
New York, New York

Group C

Primary care collaboration with innovative community 
driven responses

Emma Fabian, MSW
Director of Substance User Health Policy
Evergreen Health
Buffalo, New York

Alexandra Punch, MPA
Director of Drug User Health
ACR Health
Syracuse, New York

3:00-3:15 PM
Break

Closing Session

Moderators:

Jeffrey Weiss, PhD, MS • Linda Wang, MD • Trang M. Vu, MD

3:15-3:30 PM
Overdose Prevention Centers and Primary Care

Charles King, M. Div., J.D.
President/CEO
Housing Works, Inc.
New York, New York

3:30-4:00 PM
Report back from Collaborative Working Groups & Open 
Discussion

4:00-4:30 PM
Informal Networking

Agenda
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